Genomics: new technology for obstetrics.
To introduce new information and technology involving genomics (human genome project, genetic testing, microarray technology). Limited to introductory discussion of new genetic information and technology. MEDLINE was searched to identify publications related to this topic after 2000. This document represents an abstraction of the information. This update is a consensus of the Genetics Committee of the Society of Obstetricians and Gynaecologists of Canada (SOGC). This update educates readers about new genetic concepts, directions, and technology. At present, there is no harm or cost (research with limited clinical application) identified. 1. The complete and comprehensive sequencing of the human genome leads to new genetic concepts and opportunities. 2. Genomics involves gene mapping and sequencing and can be applied to biology, health, and societal needs. 3. New technology such as microarray is a powerful approach for genomics research and will completely change the methodological approach to basic research and clinical diagnosis. 4. Genetic knowledge and testing is changing. These changes will require caregivers to gain new knowledge, skills, and attitudes in the area of genetics.